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Shopping Locally and Saving Land
with the Green Lodging Program
This past July 4th holiday, the Delaware Highlands
Conservancy along with three participating hotels, Ledges,
the Settlers Inn, and Woodloch Resorts, launched the
Green Lodging Partnership Program. Participation
in the Green Lodging Partnership Program means that
with every reservation, guests at participating hotels
contribute directly to the Conservancy.
In October, the Conservancy was awarded a
$10,000 grant to improve and expand its Green
Partnership Program.*

“The Green Lodging Partnership Program is a
natural fit for us. Our focus on being sustainable
and on the preservation of this beautiful region
has been part of what we do for many years.
The Settlers family is delighted to be leading
the way with Ledges and Woodloch Resorts in
assuring that our region is always a place people
want to come and enjoy.”
Jeanne Genzlinger, Managing Partner of the Settlers Inn
healthy lands, too. So connecting lodgings that use
sustainable practices to the Shop Local Save Land initiative
is a natural fit.
The Green Lodging Partnership currently includes:

The Green Lodging Partnership Program is part of the
Shop Local Save Land initiative. Conservancy members
and supporters understand that buying from local farms
means more farmers can afford to keep their farmlands
and buying local wood products means the forestlands
that produce them can be sustained.
Tourism, a huge driver of our local economies, relies on
the beauty and outdoor opportunities of clean waters and
Locally, we strive to do everything we can to
protect the beautiful lands and cleans waters
people visit this special region to enjoy. We’re
happy to offer our guests the opportunity to
partner with us and the Delaware Highlands
Conservancy in assuring everything that’s
special here is here for us now and for future
generations.”
Brooke James, Special Events Director Woodloch Pines
Apple Pond Farm

Woodloch Resort

Find out more at DelawareHighlands.org/initiatives/
greenlodging
* Funds are provided by DCNR’s Bureau of Recreation
and Conservation Community Conservation Partnership
Program administered through the Pennsylvania
Environmental Council.
Ledges Hotel

ECCE Bed & Breakfast
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Hotel Fauchere,

The Settlers Inn

Member and Volunteer Thank-You Picnic
On a crisp September day, Conservancy members and volunteers gathered at
the New York office to celebrate their generous contributions to the
Conservancy. The Conservancy is grateful to all our members and volunteers
for your dedication to beautiful lands, clean waters, and everything that’s
special about our unique Upper Delaware River region. We are deeply
appreciative for your continued support; you make it all possible.
Our first annual member/volunteer thank you was a happy success. If you
didn’t make it this year, we look forward to seeing you next time!
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A budding musician contributes to the
music of the bluegrass band, Little
Sparrow.

A young member falls in love with
monarchs and learns why it’s important to
protect their habitat.

Future kayakers test the Old Town Heron kayak, generously donated for our raffle by Alice’s Wonderland in Greentown, PA.
Congratulations to Bernie Handler, our raffle winner! Thanks to
our members for helping to protect the clean water we all enjoy.

Our life-size eagles’ nest was a fun place to rest from
the day’s activities and for kids to learn about the
homes of these magnificent birds.
a little while.

Bill Streeter of the Delaware Valley Raptor Center
explained to us about sharing our space with and behaving
responsibly toward eagles, hawks, owls, and falcons.

Ed Wesely gave his popular monarch butterfly
presentation.

Kids and adults alike enjoyed face painting with
Jaimeann Pelliccia.

Live music was provided by the talented local bluegrass
band Little Sparrow.

Special Thanks to:
Bill Streeter of the Delaware Valley Raptor Center, Joelee Motichka of Rent-E-Vent, Tannis Kowalchuk and Brad
Keyser of NACL Theatre, Grant and Jeanne Genzlinger of The Settlers Inn, Ledges Hotel, and Sayre Mansion,
Ed Wesely of the Butterfly Barn, Carol Smith and all the members of Little Sparrow, PJ Karpiak, Matt Karpiak and the
staff at Alice’s Wonderland, Ski Big Bear at Masthope Mountain, and Jaimeann Pelliccia, whose contributions of time,
talent, and donated gifts helped to make this day a wonderful success. For more photos, check out the album on
Facebook.
All photos by David B. Soete.

Check Out the Conservancy’s
New Office Sign
The Conservancy and Catskill Mountainkeeper, in
partnership with Sullivan County Division of Planning &
Environmental Management, the Sullivan County Visitors
Association and Morgan Outdoors have launched an
exciting new website: TrailKeeper.org.
TrailKeeper.org is a
one-source outlet
for hiking trails and
public lands in Sullivan County, NY with
easy-to-read, easy-to
-access maps and
facilities information
and guides to hiking
safety.

A local family enjoys a hike in the
Hickok Brook Multiple Use Area.

Hikers complete a Conservancysponsored hike in the
Neversink Unique Area.

Conservancy member and volunteer, Don Downs, has
done it again.
With his design and
carpentry talent,
Don has created a
thing of beauty: A
new sign for our
Hawley office,
complete with eagle,
river, and forest.
Stop by and see it in
person, and stop in
when you do!
The new sign highlights this year’s
merger with the Eagle Institute.

Thank you Don!

From serious hikers
to beginners testing
their hiking legs for
the first time, from
moms with babies in
backpacks to senior
citizens to seasoned
hikers looking for a
challenge,
TrailKeeper.org gives
hikers the information they need about
locations, routes,
and facilities to make
hiking safer, more
accessible, and more
fun.

Conservancy Receives Support to
Increase Our Presence in NY

TrailKeeper.org
provides access to
trail information
that matches
hiker to trail.

The Conservancy has received two grants from
the New York Land Trust Alliance, the first to fund
the protection of Sulphur Springs Farm, 160 acres of
agricultural lands in Sullivan County, and the second to
support the improvement and expansion of our outreach
in Sullivan and Delaware Counties in NY.

“TrailKeeper.org inspires people to get outside
and connect with the hiking trails of Sullivan County.
To borrow a phrase from the TrailKeeper website,
‘look where we live!’ We have incredibly healthy lands
and beautiful clean waters that people can enjoy when
they’re out hiking these trails. TrailKeeper.org makes
it easy to experience the lands, communities, and local
businesses that make Sullivan County so special.”
Melinda Meddaugh, Delaware Highlands Conservancy

The back of the sign gives an important message for us
to remember as we leave the Conservancy each day.

The Conservancy has also received an Environmental Education grant from Sullivan Renaissance. These funds will be used to create an outdoor
classroom on the protected farmlands of our new New
York office. We’ll be planting an orchard and herb
garden, expanding meadows to attract native birds and
butterflies, and creating trails through the woodlands at
the back of the property. Keep your eye on our website
for opportunities to volunteer, attend a program, and to
be part of this exciting project.

Winter is the Best Time
To View Eagles in Our Region

Chances are you’ll be greeted by what once was an
unlikely sight in the Upper Delaware River region: a bald
eagle, in fact, many bald eagles, who thrive here now.

A huge bald eagle, stark white head reflecting the bright
sun, flattens its sturdy wings as it soars over the
mountains.

This time of
year, the region’s
healthy yearround breeding
population swells
with winter
migrant visitors.
Wintering eagles
look for clean
water, free from
ice, large
undisturbed
stands of trees
to perch in, and
an ample food
supply to get
them through the coldest months before they migrate
back north to their breeding grounds.
The bald eagle relies on healthy forests and clean
waters to survive.

Learn more about eagles at www.DelawareHighlands.org
Is this a scene
from a nature
documentary?
A sight from
some remote,
mountainous
terrain far, far
from home?
No! It could
be Rte. 97 in
Barryville, NY,
or Rtes. 6 and
590 in Hawley,
or just about
any other area
in the
Delaware
Highlands
region.
Keep your
eyes to the
skies.

2012-2013 marks inaugural winter eagle viewing season
with the Eagle Institute as part of the Delaware Highlands
Conservancy.
This partnership joins two organizations whose members
focus on protecting eagles, and the lands and waters they
need to thrive. We love and respect these magnificent
birds, and we know when the land and water are healthy
for eagles, they are healthy for people too.

Eagle Watching On Your Own:
Our Volunteers Can Help You
Trained volunteers are posted at the popular viewing
areas every weekend in January and February. For those
familiar with the area or who may prefer a little flexibility,
winter eagle watching on your own is definitely do-able
and enjoyable. Just follow these tips:
−

Consider starting your day with a visit to our
Field Office in Lackawaxen, PA. Get directions,
pick up a viewing map, learn background
information, get your questions answered.

−

Do your homework in advance! Visit our
Facebook page and find out where people are
seeing eagles.

Congratulations to the Eagle Institute committee
members who have been working very hard on making
the Eagle Institute’s home within the Conservancy. Please
let us know if you are interested in participating on the
committee, and helping to plan all the Conservancy’s
exciting eagle activities.
Thanks to the National Park Service for once again
hosting our field office in Lackawaxen Township.

−

Download a map of the viewing sites from the
website. Check out road and weather conditions.

−

Remember to practice good eagle etiquette so
that the eagles are not disturbed.

−

Please use care in icy, snowy locations.

Calendar of Eagle Events:
If a self-guided tour is not your preference, view eagles at
the popular viewing locations in our region from the
convenience of a heated bus. On our eagle tours, trained
guides help you spot the eagles while providing
background information and history about our region and
the eagles who live and migrate here. Dress warmly in
layers and wear waterproof boots. Bring binoculars,
camera, snacks and a bagged lunch.

Saturday, January 26, 8:30AM-12PM and 1-4:30PM:
PPL Center at Lake Wallenpaupack, Hawley, PA
Explore eagle biology, habitat needs and proper eagleviewing etiquette. Presenter Katie Lester of PPL will share
information about how PPL’s hydroelectric dam has
helped in the return of the bald eagle. This free program
begins at the center followed by a guided eagle viewing
bus tour of the Lackawaxen River. Space is limited;
registration is required. Contact PPL at 570-253-7001 or
pplpreserves@pplweb.com and indicate which trip you
prefer (morning or afternoon). Sponsored by PPL..
Saturday, February 2, 10AM: Lackawaxen Field
Office, Lackawaxen, PA
Eagle Institute guide will focus on eagle biology, our
unique habitat, and how the eagles recovered from the
brink of extinction. Reservations required. Call Bob at
570-676-9969 or email jeanbob@ptd.net for reservations
and information. Fee: $13 per person. Sponsored by
NEPA Audubon Society.
Saturday, February 9, 9AM-12PM and 1-4PM:
Lackawaxen Field Office, Lackawaxen, PA
This trip focuses on Sullivan County, NY eagle habitat,
including a history of the region’s largest and most critical
area, the Mongaup Valley Wildlife Management Area.
Reservations required; $12.50 per person. Call the
Conservancy at 570-226-3164 or 845- 807-0535 or email
info@delawarehighlands.org. Sponsored by the Delaware
Highlands Conservancy.

Saturday, February 16, 10 AM: Marion ‘Becky’
Finch Memorial Excursion: Lackawaxen Field
Office.
Join us to pay tribute to long-time supporter and
volunteer in the most fitting way we know how: by
sharing the awesome eagle watching experience. Due to
generous donations by Becky’s friends and family, the fee
for this trip is only $10 per person. Reservations
required. Call the Conservancy at 570-226-3164 or 845807-0535 or email info@delawarehighlands.org.

foot warmers are provided by the Conservancy.
Volunteers are asked to commit to a couple hours on
Saturdays or Sundays for 8-10 weeks, from January

* Schedule details subject to change due to weather or
other factors. Please call prior to trip and check
our website and Facebook often to confirm trip
details and to get snow dates.
through mid-March. Please check your calendar carefully
to know what weekends you will be available.
All new volunteers must attend the orientation session in
order to participate in the program. Volunteers should be
able to withstand cold temperatures and enjoy interacting
with the public.
“Standing on the lip of the Upper Delaware, on a
Sunday, with little or no traffic going by, when the
weather is 5 above, and the wind is blowing down River,
and a mature eagle lights in a tree across from the blind
to pose for a 45 minute study; it’s spiritual, it’s like being
in church, it’s a magnificent experience!”
Joel Murphy, Eagle Monitoring Site Volunteer

Volunteer Eagle Watchers Needed:
Join Us!
Annual Volunteer Orientation Program:
December 1 at 9:30AM
Lackawaxen Inn,
Scenic Drive, Lackawaxen, PA
Take advantage of a wonderful opportunity to learn more
about our magnificent national bird, to help protect eagles
in their habitat, and to assist in educating the public about
sharing our region with thriving eagles.
Become an Eagle Volunteer.
Volunteers are trained to monitor and collect data about
the large population of eagles that migrate to this region
every winter. Volunteers also learn how to help the
thousands of people who want to view the eagles in the
safest and least intrusive manner. Binoculars, spotting
scopes, training manuals, data forms, handwarmers and

The training includes a brief classroom session and field
visits to the monitoring/viewing sites. Please dress warmly
– waterproof boots, hats and gloves – and bring a bagged
lunch.
“I was never so awestruck as when I saw a pair of
eagles cuddling on a branch, with one of our high power
scopes. Just amazing to see American bald eagles
behaving intimately in their own natural environment.”
Linda Lou Bartle, Eagle Monitoring Site Volunteer
Registration for the volunteer training is required.
Please call the Conservancy at 570-226-3164 or 845-5831010 or email info@delawarehighlands.org for more
information or to register.
All eagle photos by Steve Davis.

LIKE US on FACEBOOK!

Celebrating Barbara Yeaman Means
Scholarships for High School Grads
The Barbara Yeaman Scholarship gives $1000.00 each
year to a high school senior planning to pursue a field in
environmental studies in college. This year, Conservancy
members contributed to building the scholarship fund by
celebrating our inspirational founder, Barbara Yeaman.
Barbara, the 2012 recipient of the PA Land Trust Alliance
Lifetime Conservation achievement award,
understands that protecting our earth into the future
means educating our kids today. The scholarship
embodies Barbara’s vision and the dedication of our
members to protect our special region now and for
future generations.

Barbara Yeaman, and party host extraordinaire, Don Downs.

Thank you to all of you who contributed to this
scholarship fund for our kids!

Superintendent Sean McGuinness of the National Park Service made
Barbara an honorary ranger—complete with hat.

Barbara and a young member chat with Martin Springhetti in
disguise. Martin’s ‘horsing around’ was enjoyed by all. Thanks also
to entertainment provided by Barbara Kaighn, who told a
mermaid’s story with a harp, and Michael Reizenstein: who played
and sang jazz standards on his 9-string guitar.

Volunteers Bring Wings to Bethel Woods’ Earth Day in Autumn

Conservancy volunteers manned a Conservancy exhibit table and the corn maze at the popular Bethel Woods festival
this year. They brought with them a colorful array of paper and wire butterfly wings handmade by middle and high
school students. The wings, purchased by young and old alike, raise money to support the Conservancy.

Thanks to Saunders Trades and Technical High School
(Yonkers, NY) and Memorial Middle School (Fair Lawn, NJ)
for decorating these beautiful butterfly wings.

Conservancy volunteers ran the corn maze with WJFF at the
Bethel Woods Harvest Festival this year.

Conserving a Rare World

with a three story wooden tower. Curious to see the bog
from above, we climbed to the top for an overview
before retracing our steps.

During a late summer hike with the Delaware Highlands
Conservancy, I came upon a bog. The word bog conjures
up images of quicksand, fog, and miasma, but what I found
was much more beautiful.

As we left
the bog I
noticed a
small
diamond
shaped sign
that made
me so
proud to be
a part of
the Conservancy. Posted under a directional “Bog Trail”
sign was a smaller one that read “BOUNDARY CONSERVATION AREA” followed by the logo and name
of the Delaware Highlands Conservancy.

By Barbara Yeaman

After registering to hike at Camp Speers-Eljabar YMCA,
where the Conservancy holds an easement on 458 acres,
I expected to find the usual dusty camp with worn cabins
and basketball courts. Nothing prepared me for the sights
and quiet that followed.

“The word bog

Walking the Bog Trail’s
conjures up images
green and yellow blazes
of quicksand, fog,
down a rocky slope, we
came to a small clearing.
and miasma, what
Hesitating a moment
I found was much
before stepping onto a
narrow boardwalk built
more beautiful.”
across the bog, we were
intrigued by the singular scene. Sunlight filtered down
through the dense vegetation to fall upon emerald
mounds of moss, ferns, and sheep laurel. Watching
reflected images of this handsome vegetation in small
pools of dark water I wondered: How is such a place
created?
According to botanist Dr.
Ann Rhoads, a boreal bog is
a peatland, low in nutrients,
high in acid conditions, with
waters low in oxygen. When
combined, these result in
slow decomposition.
Dr. Rhoads explains how
glaciers scoured out this
Pitcher plants, Sarraceniaceae region of Pennsylvania
13,000 years ago. As the
purpurea purpurea,
glaciers receded, low
depressed areas with poor drainage, like this one, were
flooded by melt water. This bog is a relic of those times.
Today we were crossing a dense floating mat of
vegetation, carpeted with sphagnum moss, shaded by
black spruce, host to an ecosystem fragile and easily
disturbed.
We learned that few plants can thrive in such poor
nutrient conditions. However, some carnivorous plants
have adapted by capturing and digesting insects for
sustenance. Lured into the heart of the flowers or leaves
they became trapped by sticky hairs and drown in tiny
pools in the plant interiors. In this way the plants obtain
essential nutrients.
We crossed the bog to arrive at another small clearing

The small sign reminded me of the efforts expended by
the Conservancy to urge the YMCA to protect the 458
acres of this bog and the lands surrounding it.
Developers had approached the YMCA seeking to
purchase the bog lands. But, with the Conservancy’s
guidance, ultimately the YMCA chose to create a
conservation easement.
In 2009, with funding from the Pike County Scenic Rural
Character Preservation Program and the PA Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources Community
Conservation Partnership Program, the Conservancy
purchased an easement that insures permanent
protection for this rare and special place.
The Conservancy now has the honor and responsibility to
annually monitor these lands to insure that they remain as
they are today. Looking at that small sign, I have never
been so proud of my role in creating and leading an
organization that works to conserve rare places like this.

Barbara Yeaman points to a Conservancy marker at the
entrance to the boreal bog at Camp Speers-Eljabar.

2012 Women and Their Woods
Educational Training and Retreat
This year's annual Women and Their Woods
Educational Training and Retreat was held
September 27-30 at Camp Susque, Trout Run, PA. The
Retreat focuses on giving women forestland owners the
knowledge and skills they need to steward their lands in a
wise and sustainable way.

“As a forest landowner and as someone who loves our
property, stewardship for future generations is my top
priority. Being with other women at Women and
Their Woods was important to me because I think
women approach forest stewardship a little differently. I now feel that I have a good network of
resources --- people and information -- to use to
educate others about good forest stewardship practices. I deeply appreciate the support in trying to do
the right thing with the land. My efforts are being validated by gatherings like this one. It was amazing to
have access to people who give a lot of thought to issues that I have had questions about for years.”
Maggie Heyward, Landowner

In the classroom and dining space at Camp, participants
share stories about connections to their land.
Twenty women from across the mid-Atlantic states
participated in indoor and outdoor class activities and
field trips to nearby state forestland over the course of
four days.

Landowner, Norma Smith, describes the drawing of her property during a cognitive mapping exercise led by Nancy Baker.
“Every detail from format to content is geared to
building a community of caring and informed
people, and it is an honor to be part of it. I’m already
looking forward to next year’s event, and am eager to
help in any way I can.”
Susan Stout, Project Leader, USDA Forest Service,
Northern Research Station
Participants hear from PA DCNR Service Forester, Chad
Gadsby, and Foresters, Brian Laudermilch and Rich Pepich,
about two fenced harvest sites within the nearby State
Forest.

For more information about the
retreat, visit http://
extension.psu.edu/privateforests/women-and-their-woods.
To view additional photos, visit
the Conservancy’s Facebook page and visit us online at
www.DelawareHighlands.org.

The women learn how to use a dichotomous key to identify a
white ash with Jane Swift, Education Specialist with PA
DCNR.

Margaret Brittingham, PSU Wildlife
Biologist, takes participants on a walk
around Camp property to view some of
the local wildlife.

Attendees and presenters at the 2012 Women and Their Woods Retreat.

“Well towers were visible on ridge
tops. The pipes that connect the various
wells and lead to the compressor required
the clear cutting of large channels in the forest. While the area will be replanted after
the lines are buried, the areas will not likely
return to what they originally were for decades. All this gas activity is having a heavy
impact on our lands and waters.”
Heidi Finkelberg, Landowner
Greg Hornsby explains the plans for re-vegetation and sound barriers at
the compressor site.
Attendees also were educated on the impacts of natural gas on public lands, specifically how natural gas infrastructure can affect wildlife
habitat and water quality and cause forest fragmentation.
Women were offered perspectives from wildlife biologist, Margaret
Brittingham, DCNR Assistant District Forester, Joe Dotzel, and gas
company representatives, Mike Clinger and Greg Hornsby.
The Conservancy recognizes that fracking for natural gas is not
compatible with our conservation mission and goals for healthy
lands, clean waters, and locally sustainable economies. As our communities wrestle with fracking and its associated infrastructure, we
must continue to carry out our mission to protect the lands and
waters that contribute to Upper Delaware River region’s special
character and quality of life.
Our new website feature, “Confronting Natural Gas,” located in the
“Conserving Your Lands” page communicates the Conservancy’s
position on natural gas and explains the related challenges we face
from fracking in our region.
DCNR Asst. District Forester, Joe Dotzel, describes
how a gas pipeline was installed to cross a stream
within the State Forest.

For full details, see http://delawarehighlands.org/conserve/
confronting-natural-gas.
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JOIN THE TEAM: VOLUNTEER TODAY
The Delaware Highlands Conservancy is always looking for new volunteers — for an afternoon, an activity or for a
longer-term commitment on one of our committees. Call the office to find out how you can help.
WISH LIST: The Conservancy is looking for donations of a picnic table and lawn chairs for outdoor events.
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